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At Salem, Columbiana Couniy Ohio, on First Day, the 8th 
of Ninth month, 1852, 1 1 o’clock, A. M., a large assembly 
of men and women convened in Friend’s^Meeting House, un¬ 
der the following Call: 


CALt. FOR A YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS AT SALEM, OHIO- 

A joint committee, appointed by New Garden and Salem Quarterly 
Meetings, to confer together and issue a call for a Yearly Meetino-of FviendB. 
to be held in Salem ; commencing the first, First Day of the Ninth month, 
1852, and take such action as will promote that object. 

We believe the time has come when those members of society, who de¬ 
lire something higher morally and spiritualty than the present position of th« 
Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, and other popular religious organizations, 
should associate themselves together, encouraging and strengthening each 
other in advancing their own moral and social interests, and benefilting by 
their influence, example and practice, oppressed and suffering humanity. 

We would therefore invite Friends generally, and especially the friend* 
of Ohio Yearly Meeting, and those who feel a deep interest in the Society of 
Friends, to unite with us in holding the Yearly Meeting aforesaid, confident¬ 
ly hoping our meeting may prove instrumental in promoting the cause of 
righteousness, and spreading pure religion, and increasing humanity in tlw 
earth. 


Signed on behalf of the committee appointed by New Garden and Salem 
Quarterly Meetings. 

David. Schofield, William. Griffith, 

William Kirk, Mary Griffith, 

Eli Garret son, Elizabeth Kirk , 

W illian Huy hurst, Rebecca Schofield, 

Pierce Garretson, Eli Thomas, 

Roba-t Hille *. Lot Holmes, 

Isaac Trescott, Caroline Slanlon, 

Sixth mo., 13th. 1852. 

An opportunity being afforded for a free expression of sen¬ 
timent, on the part of all who were assembled, testimonies in 
favor of truth and righteousness were offered by several indi¬ 
viduals ; after which it was concluded to adjourn till 3 o- 
•dock, P. M. 
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At the hour appointed the meeting again convened, and was 
addressed by several friends on subjects relating to the duties 
of mankind, and the uses of religious association. 

Adjourned till 10 o’clock on the following day. 

Ninth month, 6th, 1852. 

The meeting convened at the appointed time, and united 
in the appointment of Lot Holmes and Esther Harris, as 
Clerks. 

The Call under which the meeting had assemDled was 
read, whereupon, after a free interchange of opinions and 
feelings, in view of the spirit of ecclesiastical domination pre¬ 
vailing in the Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, whereby the 
regular report of New Garden Quarter in 1850, and that of 
Salem Quarter in 1851, had been arbitrarily rejected, and 
Friends comprising said meetings deprived of their rights, 
and in view also of the unfaithfulness of the Society of Friends 
to its own professed testimonies, and ol the opposition of that 
and other religious Societies to the greut Practical Reforms of 
the age, it was agreed to organize a Yearly Meeting under the 
name of the Ohio Yearly meeting of Progressive Friends ; 
and to invite to membership all those who look to God as a 
Universal Father, and regard as one Brotherhood the whole 
Family of man, and who recognize the binding obligation of 
the Golden Rule, “Whatsover ye would that men should do 
unto you do ye even so unto them.” 

Reports were received from Salem and New Garden Quar¬ 
terly Meetings, and the names of their representatives called, 
all of whom were present except one. 

* An address was rend from Kennett Quarterly Meeting, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, dated the 24th of the 7th mo., last, 
to our edification and encouragement. 

Then adjourned to 2^ o’clock, P. M. 

Near the time adjourned to, the meeting again mot. 

Isaac Trescott, I. N. Pierce, Esther Harris, and Win, Hay- 
hurst were appointed to produce to a future sitting of the 
Meeting an Epistle to our Kennett friends, and to other asso¬ 
ciations who sympathize with us. 

That the world may be informed as to our position, and of 
the great truths that have called us together, Oliver Johnson,. 
James Hambleion, Marius R. Robinson, and Laura Barnaby.,. 
were appointed to prepare and submit to this meeting a suna* 
ble address to the people at large ; that those who are movadf 
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by the unfolding of truth ami duty may come to labor and be 
identified with us. 

Then adjourned till 11 o’clock, tomorrow morning. 

I-nae Treseoti, of Salem, Samuel Myers, and Mary A. 
Gritfith, of New Lisbon, are appointed a committee of cor* 
respondenee. 

Third of the week and Ilk oj the month. 

The Committee produced the Essays of Epistles which 
.were read and approved, and the Clerks were directed to sign 
them on behalf of the meeting. 

Then adjourned to 2 o'clock, P. M. 

The meeting assembled at the appointed time. 

The committee appointed to prepare an address, produced 
one which was read and united with, and directed to be signed 
by the Clerks on behalf of the meeting. 

Isaac rrescott, Marius R Robinson, Elizabeth Ivirk^ Caro¬ 
line Stanton, and Emily Robinson, were appointed to revise 
and correct the proceedings of this meeting, and have at least 
one thousand copies printed, and if they deem best, increase 
the quantity in proportion to tho means placed in their hands. 

We feel thankful for being permitted to have the presence 
of Joseph Merritt, of Michigan, Wm. Barnard, Oliver John¬ 
son. and J. A. Dugdale, of Pa., whose counsel and earnest la¬ 
bors with us, were highly appreciated bv all. 

Our meeting having with no small degree of unanimity been 
enabled to transact the business claiming their attention, con- 

f luded to meet again in Salem, the last Seventh day in 
he 9-h mo,, of next year, if so permitted. 

Lot Holmes, ) . 

Esther Harris, $ 
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EPISTLE 

From a Committee appointed by the Quarterly Meeting of 
Friends, held at Kennett Square, Chester County, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, to the Yeaily Meeting to he held in 
Salem, Ohio. 

Dear Friends :— 

Your proclamation to the world of your 
intention to hold an annual meeting, the tone of which shall 
be higher, morally and spiritually, than the popular sects 
sustain, has come to us as the voice of a glad angel in the 
wilderness, saying to the church, corns up higher ! In our 
Quarterly meeting your circular was read, and emotions of 
sympathy and interest excited. Ecclesiastical despotism is 
at war with Christian democracy. Creeds, rituals, and or¬ 
dinances, are substituted for the beautiful truths of the gospel. 
Infidelity to principle, is thus generated. A greater mon¬ 
strosity does not exist, than theology exalted above the di¬ 
vine attributes. The law- to be obeyed is written in the 
constitution of man. 

This Holy Scripture is above all disciplines or Bibles.— 
A spiritual telegraph, reaching into the chamber of the soul; 
impressing messages of love, addressed to our reason, con¬ 
science, and religious nature. Justice, mercy and truth, 
are the angels of God , and the soul of the religious senti¬ 
ment. Without these, all church establishments and sacred 
books, are but lifeless forms and ceremonies. 

We see that sect is warring against the light. We are 
impelled to take our position against the circulation of a 
counterfeit currency , and to reject as spurious all the so-cal¬ 
led worship of the Supreme which divorces religion from hu¬ 
manity. A religion without humanity is a curse to the hu¬ 
man race. If we would grow into the stature of true men 
and women, we must not slumber when we ought to labor. 
There is true nobility in labor. It is Heaven’s ordinance 
for the elevation of the human race. One w T hose compas¬ 
sion welled up from the deep of his soul, whose life wa* 
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characterized by deeds of mercy, was heard to say, my Fath¬ 
er worketh hitherto, and I work. 

In your efforts to form a religious asso ciation that shall be 
more practical, and humanitary, we bid you God speed.— 
Our efforts to form such association, as the age demands, 
will disseminate truth in its new revelations, will be one 
of the means to penetrate the masses, strengthen our inward 
life, give us clear perceptions of duty and hasten the work of 
reformation onward. If we expect to accomplish anything, 
the standard must be lifted above the heads of the people.— 
Let us brethren take a high moral position and live it out. 

On this occasion of our appointment we had a large as¬ 
sembly, in which the young and the aged participated, and 
took delightful counsel together: 

Do you not see in the signs of the times the very fact of 
particles in matter, and human intelligencies, each in their 
order approximating to a higher place of refinement, prefig¬ 
ures the period, when the isolated bodies, called religious 
societies, will be transcended, by a recognition of the Church 
universal whose love to man, and love to the divine author 
of all our benefits, being its life preserving element will give 
the true church immortality. 

The probability is we shall at some period not very dis¬ 
tant issue a similar call to yours,—Hoping to be apprized o f 
the result of your deliberations,on behalf ofthe quarterly meet¬ 
ing aforesaid,we are your friends, and the friends ofthe hu¬ 
man race. 

William Bernard, "] 

Joseph A. Ddgdale, 1 

Mary J. Pknnock, l f Committee. 

Hannah Cox. 

Dinah Mendenhall, J 


REPLY. 

To the Epistle of the Quarterly Meeting of Friends at Ken- 
nett Square, Fa. 

Dear Friends; Influenced by the feelings of fraternal 
love, moved by the congeniality of our most, holy aspira¬ 
tions, and the harmonious recognition of the demand for a 
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truer and purer religious organization, which maybelik^nei 
to that so beautifully alluded to in the scriptures, “vvher 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 1 
in their midst,” we have felt constrained to greet you With 
this brief address. 

Friends, you, as well as ourselves are in a peculiar situa¬ 
tion. The mass of professing Christians in this country, in 
their associative capaci‘y, assuming to be churches of God, 
are more or less participants in the greatest Evils that dis¬ 
grace our name as human beings, and are ready at all times 
to cry down and brand with ignominious denunciations any 
and all, who attempt to remove these evils so prevalent and 
so carefully cherished in the churches. In the face of all 
this opposition we are zealously endeavoring to connect with 
our association all reforms that have for their object the im¬ 
provement of humanity, as necessarily a part and parcel of a 
true religious coneem. We are well aware that we shall 
have to buffet with an almost overwhelming ocean of oppo¬ 
sition. But it is a source of great encouragement to remem¬ 
ber, that Jesus of Nazareth, though in opposition to the 
whole world, yet, stood not alone, for the Truth was with 
him, and he was strong therein. So may it be with us, 
dear Friends, while we consent to be guided singly by the 
Star of Truth, we shall feel our strength, -and look upon all 
creeds and disciplines as the mere dust in the balance.— 
We know the evil tendency of creeds, and rules of disci¬ 
pline, when allowed to take the place of the Divine Law, 
written by the Universal Father upon the tablets of our 
hearts. Aware of this, let us take those careful steps, that 
will tend to lead us further and further from falling into 
those errors that are shipwrecking the practical usefulness of 
other associations. 

We shopld ever keep in mind these external principles. 
Progress is preeminently an inherent law of the human 
mind, and the moment an individual ceases to observe this 
divine law, that moment the individual assumes a retrogra¬ 
ding position, and commences severing his or her connec¬ 
tion with progressive humanity. All associations should 
observe this law, and when they cease to do so, they cease 
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to be worthy of countenance or support. When an organ¬ 
ization of whatever religious name or profession, attempts 
to ignore this eternal law of the Great Creator, either by a 
willing and passive forgetfulness, or a practical denial of its 
existence ; all persons that may have been connected with 
it, and love the laws of God more than the enactments of 
men, are bound by the inherency of Truth and Progress to 
cease connection with such society and seek a higher and 
holier sphere in which to labor and act. 

All human beings are born free and equal, and are en¬ 
dowed with an inalienable right to life, liberty and the pur¬ 
suit of happiness. American slavery utterly repudiates this 
principle and practically establishes its converse, loits behests 
the American Church cries amen; and brands as^fanatics 
and infidels those who would call attention to the inaliena¬ 
bility of the right to liberty. 

The American Union backed by the same Church and 
clergy, practically denies the truthfulness ol its own decla¬ 
ration of the inalienability of the right to life, by its power to 
declare war, its infliction of capital punishment; and more 
emphatically, by the very basis of its organization, the pow¬ 
er to enforce its provisions by the sword. As the Anti-Sla¬ 
very society is laboring to induce a recognition of the right 
to liberty, so is the Peace society striving to produce a simi¬ 
lar acknowledgement of the right to life; and the Woman’s 
Rights Associations, and the. temperance organizations are 
endeavoring to secure to all the enjoyment of their rights, 
and the pursuit and possession of happiness. While others 
are laboring for these special objects, it becomes us as relig¬ 
ious reformers to embrace them all. Thus presenting a 
bond of union to all the friends of humanity, and furnishing 
a means of development, for all the moral atributes of our 
nature. Thus may earnest souls best seize every opportuni¬ 
ty to aid in the great cause of God and humanity. 

Press forward then dear friends. Feel the strength of 
your reliance on truth. Let onward and upward be your 
watchword and your shield. And by expressions and ad¬ 
dresses of comfort and hope, by the way, lighten the ton 
and burden of the faithful laborer in the vineyard. And 
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further dear Friends, the time has now fully come, when 
every devout lover of the truth should be up and doing. In 
these days of infidelity to truth, when Freedom and that 
which is most dear to the soul, is betrayed by those profess¬ 
ing to be the teachers of men and the followers of the meek 
and the lowly, how necessary for those who put on the ar¬ 
mor of truth and righteousness, to be firm and true to the 
good cause so much in need of laborers. 

Great will be the reward of those who can hold out to the 
end, and with their armor yet on, lay down their lives in 
peace. 

With the kindest solicitude for your spiritual and tempor¬ 
al welfare, we remain your brothers and sisters in the bonds 
of all that is holy, just and true. 

Signed on behalf of the Ohio Yearly Meeting of Pro¬ 
gressive Friends, held at Salem from the 5th to the 7th of 
Ninth Month inclusive, 1852. 

Lot Holmes, j cfcrfa 
Esther Harris, ) 

EPISTLE 

To Plainfield Monthly Meeting of Friends, Illinois. 

Dear Friends : In the love of that Divine principle, that 
breathes joy and peace to the universal family of man, we 
address you. We believe that in the very elements of hu¬ 
man nature is written the sublime doctrine, that God is the 
affectionate Father of the whole human race, and the great 
object of all religious associations should be to develop man’s 
highest interests. No association based upon other princi¬ 
ples, can promote the happiness of the world. Assembled 
in our Annual Meeting, the fountains of love and sympathy 
are excited toward those who have been baptized into the 
same divine position, and who like you are struggling against 
the spiritual despotism that is abroad in the world. A des¬ 
potism that is endeavoring to crush the holiest aspirations 
of your natures, and make you vassals to its tyrannic influ¬ 
ence. We bid you God speed in all your undertakings that 
are in accordance with Truth. 

Our Annual Meeting has been one of great interest.— 
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Many important, subjects have come before us, and many 
have been strengthened in the conviction that true religious 
associations tend to promote the moral and spiritual devel¬ 
opment of those who participate in their blessings. 

The various reforms of the day have received the atten¬ 
tion of the meeting, and we can but express the wish that 
Friends every where may faithfully labor in such fields of 
moral reform, as they find it to be their duty, guided by the 
lights of Divine Truth, and never permit themselves to be 
found in opposition to any cause calculated to elevate and 
happify the human mind. 

With the kindest solicitude for your welfare, with an ear¬ 
nest desire that progression shall characterize your future 
course, we remain your friends. 

Signed on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Progress¬ 
ive Friends, held at Salem from the 5th to the 7th of 9th 
month, 1852. 

Lot Holmes, ) clerks . 

Esther Harris ) 

ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 

Adopted hy tlie Ohio Yearly Meeting of Progressive 
Friends, held in Salem, Columbiarra County, Ohio, 
by adjournments from the 5th to the ?th of the 
Ninth month, inclusive, 1852. 


Assembled in obedience to our convictions of duty, to 
take into serious consideration the moral,social and religious 
condition of the human family, and the obligations resulting 
therefrom, and having felt it to be right to form an associa¬ 
tion for the purpose of promoting pure and undefiled religion 
throughout the world, and aiding each other in the search 
for truth, we are constrained to lay before the public an ex¬ 
position of our views in relation to some of the topics thar 
have claimed our attention. 

And first of all, we desire to acknowledge our dependence 
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upon the God who hath created us and all men in his own 
image and likeness, who has endowed us with reason and 
conscience,who has allied us to himself through the sense of 
individual responsibility and the hopes of an immortal life, 
and who has written in the very elements of our being the 
laws upon obedience to which depends our present and fu¬ 
ture welfare. We rely upon his Spirit to guide, upon his 
arm to strengthen, and his infinite love to watch over us in 
every vicissitude of life. We confess before the world the 
sacred obligation that rests upon us to love him with all our 
hearts, and to evince that love in works of charity and be¬ 
neficence towards each other and all men, and especially to¬ 
wards the poor, the unfortunate and the oppressed of what¬ 
ever caste or dime. We recognize in the precepts and ex¬ 
ample of Jesus’Christ the highest and purest emanation of 
the Divinity that the world has ever seen, and we believe 
that nothing more is necessary to redeem mankind from er¬ 
ror and sin and ensure their happiness, than that those pre¬ 
cepts should be universally obeyed, and that example of 
purity, patience, long-suffering, magnanimity and forgive¬ 
ness of injuries universally followed. 

We recognize as the most precious of all the gifts confer¬ 
red upon us by cur beneficent Father, the Religious Ele¬ 
ment which he has so deeply implanted in our nature, which 
awakens in us the desire for perfection and leads us to as¬ 
pire after all that is noble, generous and,good, and which, 
operating through our social nature, prompts us to assemble 
together, as we have opportunity, to edify one another in 
love, to labor for each other’s purity and peace, and to com¬ 
bine out efforts for the promotion of Practical Christianity 
and the realization of the Universal Brotherhood of the hu¬ 
man race. That this element of man’s nature has often been 
and is still grossly perverted—that priestcraft in all ages has 
enveloped it in clouds of superstition and obstructed its 
healthful manifestations by absurd and slavish customs, 
creeds and forms, is a fact too palpable to be denied. We 
could not. shut our eyes to it if we Would, and we would 
not if we could. But we derive comfort and encourage¬ 
ment from the belief that the errors of the past are being 
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dissipated by the rays of truth, and that mankind are begin¬ 
ning to see the beauty and to feel the.power of principles 
long buried under the rubbish of sectarianism,anil enshroud¬ 
ed in the thick darkness of a false theology. May the 
light which is thus beginning to dawn upon the pathway of 
humanity grow brighter and brighter unto the perfect day ! 

In forming a new Religious Association, we have felt an 
anxious solicitude to avoid the errors which have to a great 
extent proved fatal to the usefulness of similar organizations 
in times past, and often made them fearful engines of des¬ 
potism and mischief. We have sought to lay its founda¬ 
tions in immutable truth, and to adapt it to the highest prin¬ 
ciples and wants of human nature. We have endeavored 
to make our platform as wide as humanity and broad as our 
social relations and our individual responsibilities. It has 
been the cherished purpose of our hearts, not to forge shack- 
els for the human mind, nor to impose the slightest restraint 
upon men in their efforts to discover truth and dissipate er¬ 
ror, but to aid in breaking every fetter of superstition, every 
yoke of bigotry, ami every chain of political arid ecclesias¬ 
tical domination. That our association, in its principles and 
structure, is free from error, is more than we dare even to 
hope. We set up no claim to infallibility. We have sim¬ 
ply followed lire highest light vouchsafed'1o~ us at the pres¬ 
enttime, and we avow to the world our deliberate purpose, 
as-individuals and as an association-, to search for truth as -a 
treasure more precious than rubies, to embrace it as fast as 
we can discover it, and to do all in our power to diffuse it 
among our fellow men, regardless of opinions previously 
held and of prejudices previously entertained. If, in pro¬ 
cess of time, it shall appear tlmt the terms of membership) 
upon which we are now agreed, broad as they are, are yet 
too narrow to meet the wants of mankind; or, if it shall be 
found that they operate as a restriction upon human freedom 
and a hindrance to the progress of truth, it will be our duty 
to alter or abolish them. At present it seems clear to us 
that; in seeking the co-operation of all who look to God as 
a Universal Father and recognize the Brotherhood of the 
whole Human Family and the binding obligation of the 
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Golden Rule, we have built a'platform wide enough to em¬ 
brace every one who has at heart the interest and the happi¬ 
ness of his fellow men. 

As we do not mean to fetter ourselves with a creed or sys¬ 
tem of theology, so also is it not our intention to impose a 
yoke upon posterity. We aim to do our own work in our 
own day and generation, and to do it by such instrumental¬ 
ities as seem to us adapted to the end we have in view, 
leaving those who shall come after us, and who we hope 
will be wiser and better than we are, to amend or discard 
our plans, as to them may seem good. Painful experience 
has taught us that the church organizations of our fathers, 
though framed, we doubt not, according to their best wis¬ 
dom, are not suited to the wants of the present age; and as 
we do not admit that they had any right to prescribe terms 
and’principles of association to bind our consciences or con¬ 
trol our judgments, so do we disclaim any right or desire to 
bind the consciences or control the judgements of those to 
whom our work may be transmitted. Truth and Right are 
immutable and unchangeable, for they are of God, but hu¬ 
man organizations, however important or sacred may be 
their objects, must be changed, in conformity with the law 
of human progress, to suit the varying wants and circum¬ 
stances of the race. 

We are astonished at the tenacity with which so many a- 
mong us cling to the creeds, the organizations and disci¬ 
plines of the past, as if they were almost too sacred for ex¬ 
amination, and as if to repudiate them were a sacrilege too 
appalling to be contemplated without a shudder. We would 
not recklessly destroy the work of the fathers, nor are we 
unmindful of the truth that our own freedom of thought and 
speech, and much of the light that illumines our pathway is 
the truit of their earnest toils and sacrifices for the promotion 
of truth and goodness. We gratefully acknowledge them as 
our helpers^ but we cannot accept them as our masters; and 
we are persuaded that we shall best honor their memories,not 
by blindly following in their footsteps, but by ‘minding the 
light’ which God has kindled in our hearts no less than in 
theirs. The reverence due to truth cannot be bestowed up- 
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on any work of man without producing serious mischief.— 
Church organizations are only a means , of which truth and 
righteousness are the end. Let not the greater be sacrificed 
to the less, the Divine he subordinated to the human. 

The master error, as it seems to us, of nearly all the church 
organizations of the past and present time is, that they have 
attempted to find a bond of union, not in the affinities of 
man’s nature and the love enjoined by the gospel of Christ, 
but in uniformity of theological opinions. All history teach¬ 
es us that such uniformity is impossible, and that the attempt 
to realize it is fatal to all spiritual life. The church which 
is united by this bond is only frozen together, and its ele¬ 
ments must be dissolved by the rays of truth or broken in 
pieces by external force. If a tithe of the labor which has 
been expended in the vain and preposterous effort to adjust 
human opinions to the arbitrary lines and grotesque angles 
of human creeds, had been devoted to works of practical 
goodness and the fulfilment of the law of charity, the world 
might ere this have been relieved of an incalculable amount 
of ignorance, wretchedness and sin. Christ has enjoined us 
to “ seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness ,” 
but the popular church requires us to ‘seek first’ after theol¬ 
ogy. It presents its hard skeletons of doctrine, in which 
there is no breath of spiritual life, and requires us to em¬ 
brace them as the condition of religious fellowship. It ex¬ 
pends almost its whole energies in "the defence of abstract 
doctrines, the belief of which neither ensures puritv of life 
nor promotes the happiness of man, while it leaves the best 
affections of human nature to be choked by the weeds of sin, 
or trampled upon by the heel of arbitrary power. 

The religion of Christ is not a system of fine-spun theo¬ 
logical abstractions, but a religion of love. It presents us 
not doctrines to be believed, but duties to be done. It deals 
primarily with the heart rather than with the head, with the 
life and conduct rather than with the convictions of the in¬ 
tellect. It does not indeed teach us that theological opin¬ 
ions are of no consequence, but it makes them subordinate 
to the duties growing out of human relations and enforced 
by human necessities and wants. In the teachings of Christ 
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how little do we find of prescribed formularies of faith and 
doctrine—how much, on the other hand, to remind us of 
our obligations to labor for the good of humanity, and to 
rebuke us for our coldness and want of zeal in this impor¬ 
tant work. Plainly as the path of duty is marked in the pre¬ 
cepts of Jesus, a still more resplendent light beams upon it 
from his example. How striking, how comprehensive is the 
testimony of one of the apostles of his religion: ‘ Ht went 
about doing GOOD.’ Under \yhatever circumstances he was 
placed, his mind and heart were absorbed in the grand idea 
of the redemption of mankind from every form of degrada¬ 
tion and sin, and introducing them to a state of perfect hap¬ 
piness and peace. How copiously gushed from his pure, 
warm heart the streams of affection and sympathy by which 
he sought to comfort the broken-hearted and the oppressed; 
how readily did he minister to the wants of the poor and the 
afflicted; and with what sternness and self-abnegation did he 
rebuke the wrong-doer, however shielded by public opinion 
for clad in the mail of political or ecclesiastical authority! No 
dangers .appalled, no terrors daunted him in bearing witness 
to the truth. He endured with heroic patience and calmness 
the scoffs arid insults of those for whose well-being he so 
constantly labored, and in the very shadow of the cross, 
while the fires of human passion were burning around him 
• with lurid glare, his serenity forsook him not, as with ma¬ 
jestic tenderness he breathed the prayer, ‘Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do. 5 In these characteris¬ 
tics of his life we trace the lineaments of his religion and 
read the lesson of our own duties and obligations. 

In forming an association for moral and religious purposes, 
our minds are haunted by no dreams of a heaven-ordained 
corporation, with ministers, elders, overseers and other offi¬ 
cials, clothed with special divine authority and lifted above 
the people as their rulers and guides. With our whole 
hearts, and ia the light derived from a long and bitter expe¬ 
rience, we repudiate such arrangements, and proclaim the 
equality of all men, irrespective of sex, color or outward 
condition. We rely not upon elaborately framed rules of 
discipline, bul aapon the regulator which God has placed in 
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the individual soul, upon the instinctive sense of right and 
wrong in the heart of man, and the operation of the law of 
kindness and forbearance, to preserve order in our assem 
blies. If these shall be found inadequate, we are certain 
that the remedy is iy)t to be sought in any outward rules, 
however ingeniously constructed. We reject as absurd the 
idea that the religion of Christ is contrary to man’s nature 
and needs to be forced upon him by external laws. God is 
not at war with himself. He has not written one law in the 
hearts of his children, and another in the religion which he 
offers for their acceptance. 

As a Yearly Meeting, we shall exercise no ecclesiastical 
authority over local bodies. We assume no other than ad¬ 
visory power. We shall, from time to time, declare our con¬ 
victions on such subjects as may claim our attention, leaving 
other associations and individuals to judge for themselves 
how far those convictions are entitled to their respect and a- 
doption. We have seen the blighting and soul-crushing ef¬ 
fects of thesystem by which large bodies make laws.for smaller 
associations and hold them amenable to a central power—a 
power too often wielded by a few ambitious men who aspire 
to leadership and arbitrary sway in the Church. We would a- 
void,so far as possible,the evils,which'have resulted from this 
system, and therefore we propose to leave each local associ¬ 
ation to make such arrangements for the transaction of its 
business and the edification of its members as to it may 
seem good. The different habits, associations and experi¬ 
ences of different communities will require corresponding 
variations in the means to be used for securing the advanta¬ 
ges of religious society. The arrangements suited to one 
place may not be adapted to the special wants of another. 
We do not regard it as consistent with the freedom and: 
self-respect of those whose local proximity and spiritual af¬ 
finity for each oilier impels them to organize for the purpose 
of maintaining religious meetings, to submit to be governed 
by a foreign body. The responsibility of regulating their 
assemblies should rest on themselves, and they cannot safely 
transfer it to other shoulders. 

We are constrained to advise the friends of Practical 
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Christianity in every town and neighborhood, whereverprac- 
ticable, to associate together in some form to aid each other 
in the search for truth, to cultivate and enlarge the social 
and religious elements ot their nature, to strengthen and en¬ 
courage each other in the performance oft duty, and to exert 
a healthful and beneficent influence upon their neighbors. 
Regular meetings on the First day of the week, if rightly 
conducted, cannot fail to do great good. We do not claim 
any sacredness for the day, nor would we assert it to be the 
absolute duly of any individual to attend such a meeting.— 
Let there be on this point, as on every other, the utmost 
freedom of opinion. We recommend such meetings, not 
as divinely prescribed institutions, but simply as means a- 
dapted to meet our social and religious wants. Especially 
would we advise those who may establish meetings to guard 
against the danger of their becoming scenes of contention 
and pernicious controversy. Let them carefully avoid ‘fool¬ 
ish and unlearned questions’ and the mazes of speculative 
theology, which gender strife, and give their attention to the 
laws of God as written in man’s nature, to the culture and 
exercise of charity toward each other and toward the race, 
and to the relief of the poor, the sick, the unfortunate and 
the oppressed. Let them seek, by all appropriate means, 
to apply the practical precepts of Christianity to the indi¬ 
vidual heart and conscience and to all human concerns and 
relations. Let them assail with the weapons of truth every 
institution and every system which tends to degrade, op¬ 
press and enslave humanity. Let them lift up a testimony 
against every form of iniquity and wrong, entering into no 
compromise with sin and no unholy alliance with oppressors. 
Let them make the poor and ihe afflicted of God’s children 
feel that in them as individuals and as associations they have 
friends who will stand by them in every emergency and 
succor them under every trial. In these works of charity 
and mercy they will find a bond of union compared with 
which all the creeds and ceremonial of a false Church are 
but cords of flax. 

We have been impelled to enter upon this new organiza¬ 
tion in consequence of the moral delinquencies of existing 
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sects. In our efforts to banish the evils of intemperance, to 
break the chains of the slave, to demolish the gallows, to a- 
bolish the horrid customs of war, to promote the equality of 
the sexes, to remove the giant evils of land monopoly and 
the aristocracy of wealth, and to restore the laborer his 
rights, we have found those sects arrayed against us and 
seeking to throw the shield of religion over hoary crimes and 
social abuses which are at war alike with the laws of God 
and the rights of man. In such circumstances we had no 
alternative but to forego the advantages and recipocrities of 
religious association, or to organize upon such a basis as 
our wants seemed to require. We have taken the course 
which seemed to us wisest and best, and we calmly submit 
our work to the tests of time and experience. 

We have taken the name of “ Progressive Friends,”’ a 
name suggested by the history of our movement. While 
our organization it as broad as humanity, it is yet a fact that 
most- of those who have taken part in its formation are 
Friends, and that name is endeared to them by many hal¬ 
lowed associations ! In retaining it we mean to proclaim to* 
the world that, in casting aside the husks of Quakerism, we 
yet retain an abiding attachment for its fundamental testi¬ 
monies, and that our intention is to maintain them by all 
proper and rightful, means. We have adopted the term 
“Progressive,” to avoid being confounded with other soci¬ 
eties, and as an appropiate recognition of the truth that the 
law of progress is applicable alike to individuals and associ¬ 
ations. If our descendants, in disregard of the obligations 
imposed by this law, shall be found restricting their vision 
by our limited knowledge of truth, and hedging up the-way 
of reform by a superstitious adherence to the arrangements 
adopted by us, we would have them feel themselves rebuked 
in the very name by which we have chosen to designate our 
society. 

In conclusion, we invite the friends of truth and goodness, 
whatever may be their views of dogmatic theology, to unite 
with us in our efforts to promote the happiness of the hu¬ 
man family, and to diffuse the priuciples of pure and unde- 
filed religion throughout the world. Let the fathers and 
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mothers, whose heads are whitened with the frost of age, 
give us the benefit of their ripe experience and benignant 
counsels; let those in the maturity and vigor of life, with 
their clear visions, and sinewy strength, aid us in doing bat¬ 
tle against the host of falsehood and sin ; and let the young 
cheer us with their fresh courage, their dauntless spirit and 
their buoyant hopes. Then indeed, if we prove faithful to 
our high profession, shall we be as salt which has not lost its 
savor and as a city set upon a hill w T hose light cannot be hid. 



